
 

 
 
 

Dear Friends, 
 
In the past, you have been generous in your giving of your Time, Talent and Treasure to Scarsdale Congregational 
Church. We are so grateful. In our Transitional Covenant created a year ago, we promised four things to each            
other as a community. We promised to participate, listen, to be supportive and to have open communication             
during this time of transition. SCC, you have done this and more.  
 
We are rich with God’s blessings. We have an amazing staff and ministerial team. We are welcoming new faces in 
worship. We are teaching our children about faith. We are having our Sunday’s elevated by amazing music. God’s 
abundance is everywhere here at SCC. 
 
Here’s the thing, God has blessed us so that we can be a blessing to others. We give because we have, and we have 
because we give.  Therefore, we are never without. That means we can be generous in our lives.  
 
Stewardship is a spiritual discipline, but more importantly stewardship is an act of faith, a time when we, as a               
family of faith pledge our support for our church. We do this by prayerfully considering the gift of SCC in our lives 
and by being generous in our giving and pledging of Time, Talent and Treasure. 
 
Over the next several weeks, you will have the opportunity to prayerfully reflect on the gifts and resources with 
which we have been blessed. You will hear personal stories of how families and individuals have first come to 
SCC, and how they have flourished in their faith through their giving.  
 
Thank you for the many commitments you are making to the mission and ministries of SCC and for the one you 
will be making by accepting and returning your pledge card. We are asking for 100% participation of our family of 
faith. We equally value a pledge of Time and Talent as we do Treasure. Your pledge enables our church to              
continue to fulfill our mission as the church in worship, study, prayer and service to others.  
 
Pledges can be put in the offering plate on Sunday, December 16th, left in the church mailboxes, or emailed to the 
Finance Office at: sccfinance@verizon.net.  
 
Thank you for your prayerful gift as we continue to be the hands, face and heart of Jesus for each other and for our 
community. 
 

Yours in Faith, 
 

 

 

 

 

Rev. Dr. Kelly Hough Rogers, Sr. Minister   Ben Speight, Resources Trustee  
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Sharing Time, Talents and Treasures 
 
 

Stewardship is a way of enabling God’s dream for the world to come into focus at SCC.                     
Stewardship is an active understanding of our needs and sharing an honest portion of our time, our 
skills (talent) and our money (treasure) for God’s work in the world.  
 
As a family of faith, we feel called to live out our mission in this community, and meet our                      
commitments to local and wider mission organizations that help us spread Christ’s healing, love, 

and justice throughout the world. Like most families, we also have to pay our bills in order to             
continue our current programs. What we are able to do is based on the income the church receives. 
We rely heavily on the pledges of members and friends of SCC. The amount pledged determines 

our ability to pursue God’s mission at SCC.  

Jesus said, ‘Where your treasure is there is your heart also.” How we decide to live our lives and 
share the resources entrusted to us is a “powerful witness to what we believe.” Jesus challenges his 
followers to take risks, to love with heart and soul and mind, to be extravagantly generous and to 
trust that there will be enough. 

To that end, we are boldly asking for 100% participation this year. We are asking you to return your 

pledge of Time, Talent and Treasure so that we can better plan for the future of SCC. Your pledge 
of Time, Talent and Treasure is confidential – however, your willingness to volunteer time and            
talent will be shared with Rev. Kelly so she can assist in the use of these invaluable resources!  



 

Frequently Asked Questions about Pledging and Stewardship 

 

Q: What does it mean to make a financial pledge to Scarsdale Congregational Church? 

A: Making a pledge is promising to give a specific amount of your financial resources to SCC over the 

course of the calendar year.  

 

Q: Why is pledging important? 

A: Your gifts of time, talent and treasure make things happen at SCC! Pledging a part of our treasure is 

a spiritual discipline and a matter of following through. It allows us to reflect on the gifts God has given 

us and show our thanks by giving back. There is also a practical reason. SCC plans our entire year of 

events and operating budget based on the pledges that are made the prior year.  

 

Q: Where does my pledge money go? 

A: 100% of your pledge money keeps SCC alive and functioning as a church.  Programs such as Music 

and Christian Education would not exist without pledge money.  Minister and staff salaries, building            

repairs, snow plowing, heat for all of our buildings—none of that would be possible without pledge dollars.  

 

Q: How much should I pledge? 

A: Your pledge should be an intentional response to God’s gifts in your life. There are many ways to 

decide how much to give. This biblical response is to tithe the “first fruits of our labor” off the top rather 

than what’s left after all of our expenses have been covered. In the Bible, those who choose to “tithe” 

committed themselves to giving 10% of what they received to God. That meant 10% of their crops,            

offered in sacrifice, or 10% of salaries given to the church. In today’s world, with competing interests, 

10% to the church is an amount that might create financial stress rather than a cheerful gift to God. 
 

 
 

The UCC suggests “proportional giving:” committing yourself to a specific proportion of your income to 

pledge. While some members may be capable and comfortable with 10%, others may be more                   

comfortable with 5% or 2%. The important thing is to make a commitment and also to give joyfully.  

 

Q: I can’t give very much money so why should I pledge? 

A: Pledges come in all shapes and sizes. Your gift, no matter what size, helps us further SCC’s Mission 

enables us to do God’s work in the world. 

Annual Income 5% Pledge           

Annual 

5% Pledge 

Weekly 

10% Pledge  

Annual 

10% Pledge 

Weekly 

$15,000 $750 $14.42 $1500 $28.85 

$25,000 $1,250 $24.04 $2,500 $48.08 

$50,000 $2,500 $48.08 $5,000 $96.15 

$75,000 $3,750 $72.12 $7,500 $144.23 

$100,000 $5,000 $96.15 $10,000 $192.30 

$150,000 $7,500 $144.23 $15,000 $288.46 

$200,000 $10,000 $192.30 $20,000 $384.62 

$250,000 $12,500 $240.38 $25,000 $488.77 



 

 

Q:  I give to the plate. Why do I have to pledge? 

A: Pledge giving allows us to budget. The plate accounts for less that 10% of our cash and equivalent 

offerings.  Plate giving is a valued gift—like a bonus—but pledging allows us to plan. 

 

Q: If I can’t pledge at all, do I need to return my pledge card? 

A: YES!  It is very important that we get all pledge cards returned even if you can’t give one year. The 

returned card is an answer to the call of your church. We are asking for 100% participation this year in 

returning pledge cards or pledging via email or setting up your pledges electronically. Each year, we are 

increasing the number of pledges returned to our church.  Our goal is to reach 100% this year—

That means that even if you can’t give money, please pledge your time or talent.  Whatever you pledge – 

be it time, talent or treasure, please return your card!  

 

Q: Why does my prior year pledge money keep carrying over to a new pledge year? 

A: It can take people a while to fulfill their pledge commitments—but most do it.  We are willing to 

wait!  To that end, we accrue your funds so that we can be sure to meet BOTH prior year budget                

commitments and current year commitments.   

 

Q:  How do I make sure my pledge monies get credited properly? 

A:  The best thing you can do is to use the memo line of your check (remember: current year pledge 

gifts are accrued to fulfill your prior year pledge if it has not yet been met.) If you prefer to give cash, 

donation envelopes are available through the church office and can be used to ensure that your cash              

donations are correctly credited to you.  Please be sure to review your quarterly statements.  

 

Q: Can I give stocks or other financial instruments? 

A: Yes, this is a great way that may help you to offset capital gains. Please contact the Finance Office at 
sccfinance@verizon.net. Please still return a pledge card for our record keeping.  
 

Q: Are my donations tax deductible? 

A: Yes, they are tax deductible to the fullest extent of the law.  You will receive a statement that details 

all the donations that you made during the year. 

 

Q: Does the United Church of Christ help financially support Scarsdale Congregational Church?  

A: Actually, it’s the other way around. We support the New York Conference of the UCC and National 

UCC each year so that ministry and outreach might be possible in struggling areas of our denomination, 

nation and world. 

 

Q: Is Stewardship all about money? 

A: Stewardship is the responsible management of our God-given resources of time, talent and treasure.  

It is steadfast—a way of life that enhances our relationship with God and one another.  To that end, the 

mission of the SCC Stewardship Ministry Team is to promote awareness in the congregation that God is 

the source of all that we have and all that we are.  We have a responsibility to give back to our church 

family as our church family gives to us. 
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