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Although I’ve now been here a year, in many ways I still feel like I am experiencing a ton of “firsts.” This 

Fall, I had my first Welcome Back Sunday and Sundae Sunday. Both events were wonderful. It was great to connect 

with folks I hadn’t seen all summer as well as welcome new people into worship and the life of the community. As an 

added bonus, we had a Baby Shower for Rev. Joya and Kiyo as they prepared to welcome their little girl, Gaelle Jude 

Smith. Rev. Joya was then on leave from the middle of September until the middle of December.  

October brought World Communion Sunday, which was our first Family Worship of the program year. Once 

a month, the children of SCC are invited to remain in worship to participate. While I believe in age-appropriate           

ministries (meaning Sunday School and Youth Programming), I also believe in intergenerational church                            

opportunities. Studies show that there are many benefits to children participating in corporate worship, as it helps 

them to create a lifelong faith. We also spoke about how people all over the world receive communion and what types 

of bread they might use. It was a joyful day! Also in October, we had our second annual “Trunk or Treat” and it was a 

great success! Thanks to CE for all of the help they provided for this awesome event. Finally, in October, I launched 

our new Playgroup with Kate Meakin and the support of the Scarsdale New Residents Club. We’ve gained some new 

church families through this outreach effort!  

In November, we had our Fair and WOW! – I had no idea how awesome it would be. It was so great to see 

SCC come together to serve and prepare. Special thanks to Nan Berke for another unbelievable fair. We also had a 

Thanksgiving project with our children where we made placemats for the local shelter’s Thanksgiving Day meal and 

greeting cards for Senior Citizens. We also had a successful Food Drive where we sent 35 bags of food to the                 

Ecumenical Food Bank. Thank you to Outreach for spearheading this effort!  

In December, we had Advent Rotations complete with a children’s choir. We also had a beautiful service of 

music ably led by our own Sandro Russo. We also had the third concert of our series in December. On Christmas 

Eve, we put a “new spin” on Family Worship and it was well received. We had our traditional Tableau and it was a 

true joy to witness. Also, our 10:00 p.m. service was just beautiful.  

All and all its been a wonderful Fall! I am looking forward to the many activities we have planned for the 

Winter and Spring! We will be welcoming New Members, Installing me as the 11th Sr. Minister, having a Lenten 

Book Read, plus a youth and adult service trip to RE: Member on the Pine Ridge Reservation. We will have our       

Clothing Sale and Garage Sale and are leading our first independent Midnight Run. There is so much good going on 

in this place. I am eternally grateful to be here! 

 

Best, Kelly   

FROM THE SENIOR MINISTER 
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This year the SCC Christian Education Program has sought to be true to our theme, Radical Welcome by                   

engaging in community outreach events and learning about the plight of refugees. We also ‘welcomed’                   

Rev. Joya’s baby Gaelle into our midst in September(!) and were happy to welcome her back from maternity 

leave just a week before Christmas.   

Trunk or Treat: Thanks to all who participated in our second annual Halloween Trunk-or-Treat Family Fun 

Event! What an incredible turnout we had, along with many decorated trunks. We enjoyed this multigenerational 

event including bobbing for donuts, craft activities and games, cider, and delicious snacks. A new SCC tradition 

continues on!   

Love-in-Action: In October the SCC church school had its first Love-in-Action day of the program year, led by 
our own Anne Moretti. The focus of the day was on Anne’s work with refugee children from Burundi who are 
living in a camp in Rwanda. Anne opened the day by explaining to the children what it means to be a refugee 
and what the life is like in the camp for the Burundian kids. 
  
The children present, ranging in age from 4 to teens, took time to write individual messages to the 100 young 
Burundians in Anne’s English language program. In the end we got 127 beautiful cards from our students. Anne 
distributed these to her students on her trip to the Mahama Refugee Camp in Rwanda. They were excited and 
touched to receive messages from far away New York. 
  
We also made a video where Elise Walton and the older students sang a song called “I Am Somebody” while the 
younger ones accompanied with rhythm instruments and dancing. The song was written by one of Anne’s                
students in the camp and embodied an important theme- that these children are just like other kids and deserve to 
be treated the way all children deserve to be treated. It was meaningful and engaging day for our Church School. 
 
Christmas Pageant(s): This year the SCC Church School children were able to perform, not one, but TWO 
Christmas Pageants. The first on Christmas Eve was our more traditional Christmas Tableau and the second on 
Epiphany Sunday was an exciting retelling of the Christmas story.  We are so blessed by the energy, creativity 
and talent of our Church School children!  
 
                                                                                 Submitted by Rev. Joya Colon-Berezin and Eric Lindow  

Ann Moretti leads Love in Action Day connecting our 

SCC Church School with English students in the           

Mahama Refugee Camp in Rwanda. 
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These past months at the Scarsdale Congregational Church have indeed brought various musical highlights. The 
fact that throughout the summer season we held our worship services in the sanctuary, by all means enabled 
greater richness and variety in the music program, especially since organ works could be performed as well. The 
use of the organ proved also of better support for the congregational singing.  

 

Since the beginning of the choir season this September, we have proudly featured selections from some great 
classics – Handel’s Judas Maccabeus, Mendelssohn’s Elijah, Elgar’s The Light of Life, etc. – as well as explored 
more daring works of the choral literature by Bob Chilcott, Craig Phillips, Dan Davison, David Hurd, and others. 
Introducing contemporary anthems by such renowned church composers represents one of the primary focuses of 
our music program. In this respect, our chancel choir deserves continued praise for always accepting new musical 
challenges and engaging with the complexity of these compositions. It’s also noteworthy that our choir has             
convincingly performed anthems that were originally conceived for large ensembles.     

 

The recent services have also been musically enriched by the participation of guest soloists Emily Duncan (flute) 
and Nan-Cheng Chen (cello), and earlier in the fall we had a wonderful young pianist, Leona Liu, who played duo 
with me during a Sunday service. The annual Service of Music during Advent and the Christmas Candlelight             
service will undoubtedly mark the peak of this current season. There will be many all-time favorite Christmas  
carols in very sparkling choral and organ arrangements, and our choir will be joined by an additional quartet of 
professional singers. Stay tuned for what promises to be a thrilling and musically lavish end-of-the-year season! 

 

Finally, the three recent recitals this season account for the growing reputation of our concert series and for the 
enrichment brought to our community. The October concert by the Sandberg Quartet was truly a revelation to 
many audience members, for how they blended classical music with jazzy improvisations. This year, in fact, we 
have extended our concert series to other genres as well, such as Jazz and Crossover.  In light of this, I personally 
hope to see our concert series become more and more a focal part in the life of the SCC community. 

 

Very much looking forward to sharing all this wonderful music with you! 

 

                                                                                                                                    Sandro 

A lovely concert and reception! 



 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WELCOME BACK SUNDAY! 
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This was Rev. Kelly's very first Welcome Back Sunday. The theme at SCC for this year is 

Radical Welcome. We've been practicing Radical Welcome all Fall in the hopes of welcoming 

New Members this winter. We had a wonderful Welcome Back worship and then a Coffee 

Hour complete with games and activities. We caught up with friends we had not seen in a 

whole and had a wonderful time.    
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SUNDAE SUNDAY 

This is a fun (and delicious!) SCC tradition. It is also our second “Welcome Back” Sunday . . . 

such a joyful occasion it should not be reduced to only one Sunday. We had a wonderful time      

eating ice cream and having a Baby Shower for Joya and Kiyo. Joya left on maternity leave after 

this week, when she came back we all got to welcome baby Gaelle Jude Smith.   
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TRUNK OR TREAT 

This year we hosted Trunk or Treat in the new parking lot near the manse! We had games, contests 

and 12 trunks decorated and filled with candy. Our folks pulled out all the stops welcoming             

people from the Nursery School and the wider community to join in on some spooky SCC fun. It 

was a beautiful day and fun was had by all. We were so grateful to all of our volunteers and             

teenagers who set up mini golf and helped to run the games.   



 

 
 

9 WORLD COMMUNION SUNDAY 

The first Sunday in October is designated as World Communion Sunday, which celebrates our 
oneness in Christ with all our brothers and sisters around the world.  This celebration started in 
1933 and is an attempt to bring churches together in a service of Christian unity—in which    
everyone might receive both inspiration and information, and above all, to know how important 
the Church of Jesus Christ is, and how each congregation is interconnected with one                     
another.   
 
We sampled a variety of different Communion breads and had our very first Family Worship!   

Our thanks to Katherine and Rick Lesch for 

Reading and Ushering on this very special day.  



 

 

 10  

 
 

ALL-CHURCH NOVEMBER FAIR 
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12 VIGIL TO END GUN VIOLENCE 

Volunteers with the Westchester County chapter 

of Moms Demand Action for Gun Sense in                

America, part of Everytown for Gun Safety,               

gathered on December 16th in partnership with the 

Scarsdale Congregational Church, the Interfaith 

Coalition Against Gun Violence, the Scarsdale/

Hartsdale Interfaith Clergy Association, and the 

American Muslim Women’s Association to shine a 

light on the countless lives lost and touched by gun 

violence since the shooting at Sandy Hook             

Elementary School that took the lives of 20             

children and six educators. The event is one where 

we gather to lament lives lost and ask lawmakers 

to act to prevent gun violence. This was a very 

successful and diverse vigil with many folks             

sharing their experiences. It  was a powerful evening!   
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BRINGING IN CHRISTMAS 

Our annual “Brining in Christmas” event was a festive and joyous occasion for all.  Santa stopped 

by and Rick Lesch was kind enough to help to escort him to his seat! We are so grateful to the              

Parish Life team, led by Chiara O’Connor for making this such a memorable and spirited occasion.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

MOVIE MONDAY  
IS THRIVING! 

GUILD HOLIDAY PARTY 14 

 

Here’s a hat-tip to Sue Woodward for all 

of her selfless support of our Movie 

Monday program! For all of the rides 

you’ve given, the calls you make to 

check and make sure that everyone is           

included and of course … for all of the                

delicious (YUM!) food you cook up so 

folks can enjoy lunch with their movies, 

 

WE THANK YOU SUE!  



 

 

 

 

 

15 CHRISTMAS EVE FAMILY SERVICE 

On this Holy Night families from all over the 

surrounding area came to sing and pray and tell 

the story of how God's love was born anew into 

the world.  We are so grateful to all the children 

who participated in telling the story of the birth 

of Christ, and to all those who shared the peace 

of this night with the SCC community.  



 

 

16 CHRISTMAS EVE CANDLE 

Our Christmas Eve Candlelight Service was well-attended by SCC members and neighbors from the 

local community. The choir performed magnificently and brought joy (and chills!) to all. We were 

also blessed by our wonderful volunteers Elee Bernd and Dylan Lesch who gave the scripture              

readings. The Andresen family (Leslie, Campbell, Stuart and Elliott) volunteered as our Greeters, 

Ushers and Candle Lighters, and they performed their duties beautifully! We are so grateful for our 

amazing volunteers who brought so much grace to our service.  Rev. Dr. Kelly Hough Rogers gave 

a moving Homily in which she reminded us that Jesus’ love is always with us.  
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WHAT A YEAR! 

RICK LESCH ENJOYING 

THE NEW OFFICE RUG!  

BLESSING OF 

THE ANIMALS 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Joys 
 

For the healing and wholeness of those who have known injury and illness, for the              

Installation of Rev. Dr. Kelly Hough Rogers, for the joy of worship and service at SCC, 

and for the joy that the birth of Gaelle Jude Smith has brought to so many—especially her 

mommies, Rev. Joya and Kiyo!   

 

Concerns  
 

For the loss of John Galloway, John Arthur Keeffe, Lois Lindeman, Yolanda Wesely, 

Richard Armstrong Barnstead, Josephine and Harold Reynolds, Phyllis M. Fross, Claire 
Naughton Bell, Howard Thomas, Robert Patrick Nolan and Charles Henry Smith. 

 

Prayers for peace and security are being sent out for Kwanne Jackson, after he and his  
father Oscar Wright have been displaced due to a fire.  

 

  

18 

MOVIE MONDAY 

Green Book  
 

Dr Don Shirley is a world-class                 
African-American pianist, who is about 
to embark on a concert tour in the Deep 
South in 1962. In need of a driver and 
protection, Shirley recruits Tony Lip, a 
tough-talking bouncer from an                  
Italian-American neighborhood in the 
Bronx. Despite their differences, the 
two men soon develop an unexpected 
bond while confronting racism and              
danger in an era of segregation.  
 

Monday, March 4th  

 

12:15 p.m. in the Boynton Room  

PASTORAL NOTES 
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