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Welcome to the 

SCC Church School 
 

A place for children, ages 2 years  

through 7th grade, to. . .  

 

  . . .reach in, asking the questions of faith 

  .  . .reach out, in service to the wider community 

. . .rejoice, in the wonder of God’s creation 

 

Director of Christian Education  

and Ministerial Assistant: 

Joya Colon-Berezin 

sccedu@verizon.net  

Church Office: (914) 723-2111 

 

Christian Education Co-chairs: 

Rachel Cabezas and Veronica Olivieri 

 

 

 

 

YOUTH INVOLVEMENT 
 

Confirmation Class:  Christian Education is a lifelong journey.  The cur-
riculum outlined here will be taught to children K—7th grade. 8th grad-
ers are invited to participate in a weekly Confirmation Class, from Oc-
tober through May, for supper and discussion. Our current 8th graders 
receive a letter in the fall of the year outlining the Confirmation Class 
schedule. Any 8th grader with an interest in our Confirmation Class is 
welcome to join us.   
 
 
The Youth Action Committee:  Our high school students continue to 
participate in the life of the church as members of the Youth Action 
Committee (YAC) and the Senior Youth Fellowship (SYF) and as teach-
ers or assistants in the Church School.  The YAC organizes service pro-
jects and community outreach efforts, which include our annual com-
munity-wide November Food Drive and our January Midnight Run. 
Every other year, members of the Youth Action Committee and some 
of their friends take a service trip during Spring vacation;  for more 
than a decade we have spent a service week on the Pine Ridge reser-
vation in South Dakota.  The YAC leads worship on Youth Sunday, re-
flecting on the projects they have undertaken. 
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FALL 2017 

In the fall we will study biblical stories from the Old Testament related to 
our liturgical theme of ‘Laying Down New Pathways.’ We will start with 
Abram’s Call and trusting God’s Promises; then move into the story of Mo-
ses and the Exodus of God’s people from bondage to freedom; followed by 
the story of Ruth and Naomi, who created new family and friendships along 
their journeys; and concluding with the story of David and the inspiration 
that comes from unexpected outcomes! PLEASE JOIN US: Family Fun 
Night—A Halloween themed Trunk or Treat Festival Extravaganza, Saturday 
October 28th (time TBD).    

ADVENT 2017 

At the end of November, we will turn our focus to our Advent rotation pro-
gram.  During Advent we will prepare for Christmas by recalling the story of 
Jesus' birth in a variety of hands-on workshops, including Advent Calendars. 
PLEASE JOIN US: Annual Christmas pageant will be held during our Christmas 
Eve Family Worship Service, Sunday December 24 at 5PM. 

 
WINTER/LENT 2018 

 
In the winter we will turn our attention to figures who journey together in 
the New Testament, starting with Jesus’ call to his disciples. During the li-
turgical season of Lent, between Ash Wednesday and Palm Sunday, we will 
hold our annual Lenten Rotation and go on our on ‘New Pathway’ an in-
ward journey to explore the inner voice of God. PLEASE JOIN US: Shrove 
Tuesday Pancake and Pasta Supper, Tuesday February 13th.  

 
SPRING/EASTER 2018 

In the Spring we will study biblical stories from the New Testament related 
to our theme. We will read stories related to Jesus’ ministry, the teachings 
and parables, and the journey to the Cross. On Easter Sunday we will boldly 
proclaim God’s promise of love. Our 9:00AM Family Service will feature a 
telling of the Easter story with the help of the children. PLEASE JOIN US: 
Church School Sunday will be a youth led worship service on Sunday June 4th, 
you won’t want to miss it! 

Church School Calendar 2017-2018 
 

September 10   WELCOME BACK! Registration Day 

September 17  1ST DAY OF CLASSES  - ‘Sundae Sunday’  

September 24  Church School Classes   

October 1            Celebrate Fran, NO CHURCH SCHOOL  

Oct 8—Nov 12  Church School Classes 

November 19      ‘Love in Action’ Service Day  (And NEW Bibles!) 

November 26   Thanksgiving Program        

December 3—17  Advent Rotation, Special Program   

December 24    Christmas Eve Pageant 5PM, NO CHURCH SCHOOL 

December 31  New Year’s Eve Program  

January 7   Church School Classes        

January 14   ‘Love in Action’ MLK Program 

Jan 21—Feb 11   Church School Classes  

Feb 18—Mar 18  Lenten Rotation, Special Program  

March 25   ‘Love in Action’ Palm Sunday Program  

April 1   Easter Sunday Family Service 9AM, NO CHURCH SCHOOL 

April 8    Spring Vacation Program 

April 15 - May 13  Church School Classes  

May 20  - May 27 Prep for Church School Sunday 

June 3   CHURCH SCHOOL SUNDAY & Family Picnic  

June 10—July 29  Very ‘Cool’ Summer Program  

                            

 

OCT 28—FAMILY FUN NIGHT— HALOWEEN “TRUNK OR 

TREAT” (TIME TBD) 

FEB 13—FAMILY FUN NIGHT—SHROVE TUESDAY PANCAKE 

AND PASTA SUPPER 



 

SOCIAL OUTREACH (‘LOVE IN ACTION’ ) 
 

Our program encourages young people to get involved in outreach, service, 
and social justice both within and outside the walls of our church community. 
We encourage the children to not only ask the question, “How do we help 
feed those who are hungry?” but also, “Why are people hungry in the first 
place? And how is the church called to respond?” 
 
If you look closely at the calendar you will see certain Sunday’s designated as 
“Love in Action ” Service Project Days. These are days where we will more 
intentionally incorporate service projects in an effort to teach students about 
putting their faith and “love” into action.   
 
Also, each week the children are invited to bring in a jar of peanut butter, or a 
non-perishable food item to place in the offering basket before the ‘Time 
with Children.’ The peanut butter goes toward 
our commitment to the Scarsdale United Inter-
faith Food Bank, of which we are a founding 
member. The canned and non-perishable food 
items are donated to the White Plains Ecumeni-
cal Emergency Food Pantry. This is also one tan-
gible way that your child can help share with 

PROGRAM GOALS AND MISSION  
 

 To encourage children to feel part of the SCC faith community 

 To teach that faith is an integral part of everyday life 

 To help children find their inner spiritual voice 

 To encourage intellectual curiosity related to Christian faith 

 To provide opportunities for age-appropriate service and outreach projects 

 To engage with the Bible in an age-appropriate format 

 To integrate music and art as forms of spiritual expression 

 To promote the core values of the church:  diversity, religious tolerance, cul-

tural awareness, freedom, justice and beneficence 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION, IT’S  A FAMILY AFFAIR! 
One primary place for learning spiritual values is at home, so we are excited 
to work as a team with you.  Everything we teach here at the SCC Church 
School is intended to be supportive of your own efforts to nurture your chil-
dren in faith and in love.  Here are some ways we can work well together: 
 
 TRY TO COME REGULARLY.  Worship begins at 10:00 AM.  Children stay 

through the “Time with Children,” and then leave for their chapel time 
and classes.  Each lesson builds on previous lessons, so coming regularly 
is encouraged.  

 TALK TO YOUR CHILDREN ABOUT THE LESSONS.  Your interest in what they 
are working on will encourage sharing. Please ask questions like: “Tell me 
about your time in church school today” or “What did you think about 
what your teacher said today?” Answers may continue to unfold during 
the week.   

 YOU DON’T HAVE TO BE AN “EXPERT”!  Remember, we are ALL on a spir-
itual journey. Ask questions, share your experience and points of view, 
wonder aloud with your children.  Don’t feel you need to know every-
thing about the  Bible to engage in a discussion.  Be patient with yourself.  
Faith involves life-long learning and exploration. 

 PLEASE CONSIDER BECOMING A VOLUNTEER—WE NEED YOUR HELP!  
Your involvement with the Church School is a great way to meet other 
SCC families and become involved with the wider community.  Get to 
know the leaders of Christian Education. Look for ways to put your skills 
to good use! 

 

2017-2018 CURRICULUM  

This year our liturgical theme is “Laying Down New Pathways.” The SCC 
Church School seeks to have an inclusive curriculum that explores the rich-
ness of the Bible, while also drawing connections to life experience and en-
gaging the important social issues of today. We draw heavily on  the Spark: 

Activate Faith Curriculum from Augsburg Fortress Press. An emphasis on 
love and our hope for the building of a beloved community is at the 
core of everything we do.  

We will continue our Children’s Chapel time each week, bringing the children 
together for a short time of worship, candle-lighting, and the sharing of joys 
and concerns.  After Chapel children break up into classes, based upon age.  


